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INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS — COMMONWEALTH CONTRIBUTION 

103. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s submission to Infrastructure Australia in August 2012 in which he requested funding for 
a range of projects, especially transport; and, to his comments last week that — 

“I would hope to see some commitment by the commonwealth … 
Is the government committed to matching any federal funding for the projects requested in the submission to 
Infrastructure Australia; and, if not, why not?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I have not got the submission that we made in front of me. But, let me say, we welcome any commonwealth 
government commitment to major projects, particularly infrastructure and urban transport projects. As to the 
question of matching—not necessarily. We will not allow the commonwealth government to dictate our public 
works program. If the media reports are correct, the commonwealth has said it will contribute $400 million to the 
Perth–Darwin highway project—or, probably a better name for it is the Swan Valley bypass. The state 
government has already committed $140-odd million for the section between Gnangara Road and Muchea. We 
intend to build that and, following that, the more expensive section from Reid Highway through to the Gnangara 
point. Those series of interchanges are expensive. But we will not abandon or rearrange other transport projects 
simply to match commonwealth funding. Indeed, my response would be —  

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The commonwealth does not run the road programs or the public transport programs in 
this state.  

Mr P. Papalia: They just pay for it.  

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If you are going to be sycophantic to the commonwealth, be so, but we are not going to be.  

If that is true, we welcome the $400 million funding. I have to say, in terms of timing and major projects, it 
would probably be more beneficial to Western Australia if that $400 million were simply applied to the railway 
project to the airport.  
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